Alternative Care

The matter was brought to the attention of the social worker by the biological father of the child concerned. The biological father reported that he has a four month old baby whom he and her mother
are not in good terms as their relationship was on and off. The biological father indicated that he was using substances as well as drinking alcohol and the baby was at that time dumped by her biological mother who was abusing alcohol. So, the biological father came to request aid in order for his child to be removed and placed in alternative care as he is not capable to care for her.

The social worker investigated the reported matter and met with the biological mother as well as the maternal grandmother of the child concerned. The mother was urged to work with the social worker in order to improve her circumstances and to gain guidance on taking care of her child. The biological mother never cooperated. Every time the social worker visits her to check on current circumstances, she was never at home. The child would be at the neighbors houses found being fed with the other children of that home. A meeting held with the biological father who pleaded that he does not want his daughter to be removed to a stranger as he did not have enough family to agree to care for the child. He only had his cousin who refused to take the child because of the hostile behavior of the biological mother. The biological father suggested that he will ask a lady that rents in one of the flats that he was staying in. The lady used to care for the child when the biological parents of the child concerned were in conflict. So he hired her to look after the child. Even that never worked as the biological mother visited the lady and forcefully took her child.

The neighbors reported that the biological mother drinks on regular basis and her mother(grandmother) as well. So the child ended up cared for by any neighbors that she’ll dump her with. So the biological mother was visited at her home and she was found drunk together with the maternal grandmother of the child concerned. The social worker informed them that the state they were in shows that they are not giving good care to the child and she’ll have to be removed. The police were present with the social worker while both were screaming that there is no child that will be removed. They screamed for the whole neighborhood to come and watch. In this instance, the police indicated to the social worker that they won’t be able to intervene because they might be posted to Facebook by neighbors. The social worker must go and request a court order to the station Commander or the court even though they were showed the form 36.

The child had to be removed the next day as the social worker went to court to report her experience with the police. The Presiding officer was so furious in that she instructed the child to be removed the next day. On the next day the other police officers on duty assisted and the child was able to be removed and placed in temporary safety at Mihlali House. The child was taken by one of the community members of New Brighton up to date they are still his caregivers(foster parents). Sadly the biological parents passed away.
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