Adoption Success
The child concerned (b. Aug 2017, Port Alfred) is a male whose first language is English. He was exposed prenatally to maternal alcohol and substance use and experienced early neglect. The parents separated before the child turned one. His mother, had a disrupted childhood, substance use, and unstable lifestyle; his father, is absent with a history of substance abuse. Following incidents of neglect, he was placed in foster care with related family members (now the adoptive parents), when he was 3 years old.
The adoption process was initiated in 2024 (age 7), and on in 2024, the biological mother provided consent for the adoption. As the whereabouts of the biological father is unknown and he could not be traced together with fact that he consistently failed to fulfil his parental responsibilities (Section 236(1)(d) of the Children’s Act 38/2005), his consent was not required.
The foster parents were screened as suitable adoptive parents; they proved their capacity to provide effective, stable, and loving care, and that they were emotionally and mentally ready to adopt the child unconditionally.
Adoption was finalized on 22/08/2025 (age 8)
Through the dedication and care of his adoptive parents, the child’s medical and developmental needs have been comprehensively addressed. He receives ongoing treatment for Attention Deficit Hyperactivity Disorder (ADHD), as well as speech and occupational therapy for developmental support. His health, diet, daily routine, and personal environment are well-managed, allowing him to function effectively in daily life and school. He participates in household chores, enjoys his own bedroom, engages in age-appropriate play and extracurricular activities, and demonstrates problem-solving skills, determination, and a sense of responsibility.
He has progressed to a grade 3 learner at a parallel medium. He attends remedial lessons for reading, and participates in extracurricular activities, including rugby. His school attendance is regular, and he is well-cared for by the adoptive parents, who are actively involved in his education and discipline. ADHD medication adjustments have improved his focus, self-control, and school performance.
The child has formed a strong emotional bond with his adoptive parents, identifies them as his mother and father, and experiences a clear sense of belonging. He interacts positively with them, shows affection and trust, and is comfortable expressing love and attachment.  Adoption has provided the child with security, permanence, and continued emotional wellbeing within a stable, nurturing family environment.
[image: Mother And Baby Pencil Drawing at GetDrawings | Free download]
image1.jpeg




